30                            PHILIP AUGUSTUS                       CHAP.
Tlie besieged were hard pressed, Saladin was unable to
relieve them, and it seemed as if the coming of Philip
would at once restore the city to the Christians. As
soon as he arrived he mounted his horse and rode round
the whole of the works of the besieging force. "It is
strange,1' he said, "with so many warriors here, that the
town has been so long in taking.'"' He pitched his tent
so near the walls that " the enemies of Christ often shot
their quarrels and arrows right up to it, and even
beyond," and he at once set his engines to work against
the fortifications,
Richard did not reach Acre till June, and the French
chroniclers say that Philip could have taken the town
long before, if he had not wished the English to share
in the glory of its capture. The forces had increased
almost weekly, and "there was no man of great power or
fame who did not come sooner or later to the siege of
Acre." Still the siege lingered. Philip fell sick of the
strange disease with which the crusaders were so often
afflicted. He was wasted with fever, lost his hair and
his nails, and was long before he could rise again from
his bed It was not until July 12 that the city sur-
rendered. Philip took possession of the house of the
Templars, and Richard, with his young wife, entered
the palace, which had of recent years been a favourite
residence of the kings of Jerusalem. The stern Saracens
passed out from the town, calm as if they were them-
selves the victors, and the Christian knights marvelled
at their cheerful looks*
The capture of Acre ended the hollow amity between
the kings which the crusade had begun. It had already
been greatly disturbed. The count of Flanders had